
“How can I teach with primary sources?” (GPT-3.5) 

Teaching with primary sources can be an effective way to engage students and help them 
develop critical thinking skills. Here are some tips for teaching with primary sources: 

1. Start with a clear learning objective: Identify the specific learning objective that you want 
your students to achieve through the use of primary sources. This will help you select 
relevant and appropriate sources to use in your lesson. 

2. Choose the right sources: Choose primary sources that are relevant to your learning 
objective and appropriate for your students' age and level of understanding. Primary 
sources can include diaries, letters, photographs, maps, speeches, government documents, 
and artifacts. 

3. Provide context: Provide students with the necessary background information to help 
them understand the historical or cultural context of the primary source. This can include 
information about the time period, the author or creator of the source, and the events or 
issues that the source relates to. 

4. Encourage analysis: Encourage students to analyze the primary source by asking them 
questions that help them to interpret and understand its meaning. This can include 
questions about the author's perspective, the intended audience, and the historical or 
cultural context. 

5. Engage in discussion: Foster classroom discussion to help students share their 
interpretations and insights about the primary source. Encourage students to build on 
each other's ideas and to ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

6. Connect to larger themes: Help students connect the primary source to larger themes or 
issues that are relevant to the learning objective. This can help students see the relevance 
and importance of the primary source and its historical or cultural significance. 

7. Use technology: Consider using technology to enhance the use of primary sources in your 
classroom. For example, you can use digital archives or online exhibits to provide access 
to primary sources that might not be available in your local area. You can also use online 
tools to help students annotate and analyze primary sources. 

 


